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p|                                   consists merely in perception or in liking?   For instance, we
•'r                                 find people differ much as to what is the best style of Eng-
.;• r                                  lish composition.    Some think Swift's the best; others pre-
|!;.                                 fer a fuller and grander way of writing.'    JOHNSON. 'Sir,
f                                    you must first define what you mean by style, before you
:J                                    can judge who has a good taste in style, and who has a bad.
tjj                                  The two classes of persons whom you have mentioned don't
:T                                 differ as to good and bad.    They both agree that Swift has
f:; -                                 a good neat style1; but one loves a neat style, another
I. r                                  loves a style of more splendour.    In like manner, one loves
I;:.'        ,                       a plain coat, another loves a laced coat; but neither will
j,                                    deny that each is good in its kind.'
I:                                      While I remained in London this spring, I was with him
4  •                                 at several other times, both by himself and in company.   I
!' :                                 dined with him one day at the Crown and Anchor tavern,
1;                                    in the Strand, with Lord  Elibank, Mr. Langton, and Dr.
jr                                   Vansittart of Oxford.    Without specifying each particular
«,'                                    day, I have preserved the following memorable things. '"•'•                                      I regretted the reflection in his Preface to Shakspeare
against Garrick, to whom we cannot but apply the following passage: ' I collated such copies as I could procure, and
i'                                       definitions.   " Well, then," I said, " Boswell, we must have an end of
"  !                                     this.   Taste, according to my definition, is the judgment which Dun-
;  ;           '                         das, Macdonald, Anstruther, and you manifested when you determined
i;                                       to quit Scotland and to come into the south. You may publish this if
f  '                                    you please.'"   Twiss's Eldon, i. 303.   See post, April 10,1778, note for
j!   •                                    Lord Eldon.
'<•'';                                       x Johnson (Works, viii. 220) says that' Swift's delight was in sim-
; ;                                      plicity.   That he has in his works no metaphor, as has been said, is
j;  *                                   not true; but his few metaphors seem to be received rather by neces-
i   :                                    sity than choice.    He studied purity.... His style was well suited to
r   .                                    his thoughts.... He pays no court to the passions; he excites nei-
;i:;                                    ther surprise nor admiration ; he always understands himself, and his
?                                    reader always understands him ; the peruser of Swift wants little pre-
'•.'•:                                    vious knowledge; it will be sufficient that he is acquainted with com-
':;,;                                    mon words and common things;... [his style] instructs, but it does
1;.                                     not persuade.'    Hume describes Swift's style as one which he ' can
];;•»                                    approve, but surely can never admire.    It has no harmony, no elo-
^. •>.                                 quence, no ornament, and not much correctness, whatever the Eng-
/.';                                 lish may imagine.'    }. H. Burton's Hume, ii. 413.
1 \\                                                                                                           wished